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TRUE OR FALSE? 

Roman era. The Pantheon in Rome, built in the second cen­
tury, has the only larger solid cast bronze doors, which reach 
to the gods at twenty-four feet high. 

This mammoth doorway cost the state fifteen thousand 
dollars and makes a magnificent backdrop for the thirteen­
foot statue of Thomas Jefferson at the entrance. It may not 
seem easy to misplace eighteen-foot-tall doors. However, by 
the time the doors were cast, the United States was in World 
War I. A wartime regulation allowed any train to be stopped, 
its cargo unloaded, and the train rerouted for military pur­
poses. This apparently happened with the train carrying the 
doors from the foundry in New York to Missouri. They didn't 
arrive on time, and the Capitol Commission Board never did 
learn where the doors were unloaded and stored. They even­
tually showed up, but for a 

well into Ohio. The only theater older than Thespian Hall 
west of the Alleghenies is Institute Hall in Mississippi, built in 
1853. Wording is still everything because although the build­
ing has been around longer, it hasn't been in continuous use. 
Thespian Hall opened on July 3, 1857, and still holds operas, 
concerts, and live productions. -Becky Kifer 

DOES CLINTON HAVE THE FOURTH LARGEST 
SQUARE IN THE ENTIRE COUNTRY? 
Clinton is ready to square off with those who might dispute 
its claim to the largest downtown square in Missouri, but no 
one really has a clue about the fourth largest in the country 
claim. According to Clinton's 2000 All-America City Award 
Application, the historic public square in Clinton is the largest 

in Missouri and the fourth 
long time a gaping hole on largest in the United States. 
the south front of the Capitol The square is so large 
Building was covered with that, in addition to curb­
plywood. -Laura Dotson side parking, it has a double 

row of parking between the 
DOES BRANSON HAVE two traffic lanes, says Diane 
MORE THEATER SEATS Hannah, executive director 
THAN BROADWAY? of Clinton Main Street, Inc. 
When it comes to show busi­ Diane, who has worked in 
ness, Branson blasts past Clinton for about thirty 
Broadway on a seat-by-seat years, says the town has 
basis. Known for its down­ claimed the largest square 
home feeling and country in the state and the fourth 
atmosphere, Branson relies on largest in the country for as 
its family-friendly theaters to long as she can remember. 
provide huge revenue. Maybe While no one has chal­
that's why a 2004 estimate by 
Branson's public information director Jerry Adams said there 
were a whopping 56,228 theater seats in Branson. Today, 
according to The League of American Theatres and Producers, 
Inc. in New York, there are only approximately 47,500 seats on 
Broadway. New York might want to take note. Yakov Smirnoff 
and Shoji Tabuchi have had longer runs than The Producers or 
Wicked. -Becky Kifer 

IS BOONVIllE'S THESPIAN HAll 
THE OLDEST THEATER STill IN USE 
WEST OF THE AllEGHENIES? 
It's all in the wording. When a theater can't be the oldest In 
the country, or even the second or third, it needs a catchy 
claim to fame to set it apart. Thespian Hall can maintain that 
it is the oldest theater still in use west of the Alleghenies, a 
western part of the Appalachian Mountains. 

The oldest theaters in the country are the Walnut Street 
Theatre in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, opened in 1809; the 
Woodward Opera House built in 1851 in Mount Vernon, 
Ohio; and The Majestic Theater from 1853 in Chillicothe, 
Ohio. Pennsylvania is east of the Allegheny Mountains, and 
the two towns in Ohio, which could perhaps foil the Boonville 
claim, are located within the Allegheny Plateau, which extends 

lenged them, we could find 
no source to verity the sizes of squares. 

Christy Maggi, economic development coordinator for 
Clinton, says about fifty buildings form a huge square perim­
eter around the courthouse, which sits in the center. 

Although one building recently fell and made national news, 
many buildings from the 1800s are well preserved. Clinton's 
square is reminiscent of the Victorian era. 

Situated in the middle of Clinton's business district, the 
square makes up about one-fourth of the city's downtown. 
The city center is home to 192 commercial buildings, includ­
ing the approximately fifty outlining the square, according to 
Christy. Some of the businesses surrounding the square are 
135 years old, she says. -Becky Bierig 

DOES lEXINGTON HAVE MORE ANTEBEllUM 
HOMES THAN ANY OTHER TOWN IN THE STATE? 
Lexington is willing to go to battle to uphold its reputation for 
pre-Civil War architecture. With more than one hundred ante­
bellum structures, Lexington has more pre-Civil War homes 
and buildings per capita than any other Missouri town, says 
Lexington tourism director Byron Nicodemus. 

While other cities may boast more structures, Lexington's 
population of 4,453 gives them .027 buildings per capita, 


